


RYOMA 
SAKAMOTO 


HAD FINALLY 
PASSED AWAY. 


EXAMINATION\CHAPTER| 


FePARTASRESTORATION{OFIMPERTALJRULE 








AS IF RIDING 
THE COLD 
WINDS THAT 
FLOW DOWN 
THE SLOPES 
OF MT. HIEl... 








































































































DEATH SWEPT 
THROUGH 


EVERY CORNER |® 


OF KYOTO 


WITHIN A DAY. 
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=, 


FARA 


EVEN WITH 


SKILLS... 











SATSUMA 
DOMAIN 
MANSION 
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THIS MAY BE 


A MESSAGE 
FROM HEAVEN... 
NOW THERE'S 
NO ONE WHO'LL 


GET IN MA WAY. 
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wa 
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os é 
A fe ‘ 











AQ TH y 


WE'LL START \% 
THE FIGHT... _~ \ oecavil 





FROM EDO. 














SAKAMOTO'S 
BODY WAS 
BURIED AT 
THE RYOZEN 
CEMETARY 

LOCATED IN 

HIGASHIYAMA, 

KYOTO. 


HE WAS BURIED 
NEXT TO HIS 
BEST FRIEND, 
SHINTARO 
NAKAOKA, 
WHO HAD BEEN 
BURIED ON 
NOVEMBER 17TH. 


Dae Sn 











DECEMBER 
THE 2ND 




















THE CEREMONY 
WAS HELD BY 
BOTH THE 


‘| KAIEN-TAI AND 


RIKUEN-TAI. 


HAVE DIED AT 
THE OMI-YA. 


HOWEVER... 

I WAS ONLY 
ABLE TO EXTEND 
RYOMA-SAN’S 
LIFE BY HALF 
A MONTH... 


TOKICHI- 
SAN, A 
SERVANT. 


ASSAILANTS 
ARRIVED AT 
THE OMI-YA. 


HISTORY HAS 
CHANGED IN A 
LITTLE WAY... 


I WONDER 
IF THERE 
WAS ANY 
MEANING 
IN THAT. 


myn 











BEFORE 

HIDING AT 

TA GIVE g Pa THE OMI-YA, 
THIS TA YOu, s iim HE SAID | 
MINAKATA- ae ANYTHIN’ 
SENSEI. . y WERE TA 


HAPPEN 
\ TA HIM... 
> 















: \y Kil fi 
\ \ 
» I REALLY, RYOMA-SAN... 
: I DIDN'T 
CARE AT ALL 


IF HISTORY 











Z, YOUR LIFE! ah 
Y \ wi 
mas 


‘ “ 


oo 


a a 






MY DEAREST 
FRIEND, RYOMA 
SAKAMOTO/ 





















MINAKATA- IF IT ISN'T 
SENSEI! OS: 


BOSS BURN SOME 
TATSUGORO! TOK 






INCENSE FOR TM PTSCORO 
SAKAMOTO- SHINMON OF 
SAMA'S GRAVE. ASAKUSA, EDO. 








* Ga are 
I NEVER and 200 MEN TO 
THOUGHT KYOTO AS THE 
THAT I'D lige ‘ 

MEET YOU 

LIKE THIS... 







KYOTO ISN'T DOING 
WELL, BUT I HEAR 
PUBLIC ORDER HAS 
EVEN BEEN GETTING 
WORSE IN EDO NOW... 


EVER SINCE THE 
MIDDLE OF NOVEMBER, 
PEOPLE CALLING 
THEMSELVES THE 
ROSHI-TAI HAVE BEEN 
RAIDING WEALTHY 
MERCHANT SHOPS. 
THEY EXTORT THEM 
FOR ALL THEY HAVE. 

















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































THIS MEANS 
THAT THESE 
EXTORTIONS 
ARE THE ACT 
OF ROGUE 
SATSUMA 
WARRIORS. 


KNOW ABOUT 
FIGHTS, AND 
WE SHOULDN'T 
RESPOND TO 
THIS BLUNT 
INVITATION... 


@ 
A 


Sy 


BY sl 


I FIND POLITICS 
BOTHERSOME, 
SO I DON'T 
KNOW MUCH. 





WHEN THEY'RE 
CHASED BY THE 
PATROL, THEY RUIN 
INTO THE SATSUMA 
DOMAIN MANSION 
AND DON'T EVEN 
TRY TO HIDE IT. 


THose  ( & 
CRIMES?! 











/ 
4. THAT'S RIGHT. 
| THEY'RE 


I'M GOING 


BUT FIRST, A 
REQUEST FROM 
HIJIKATA OF THE 


We 
GIVING OKITA AN 


EXAMINATION? 


OKITA-SAN DID 
WORK HIMSELF 
A LITTLE TOO 
HARD IN ORDER 
TO PROTECT 
RYOMA-SAN 
AND US ALL. 








THE SHOGUN 
MAY KNOW 
MUCH ABOLIT 
POLITICS, 
BUT PERHAPS 


BECAUSE HIS 
UPBRINGING 


HOWEVER, 
THE HATAMOTO 
OFFICIALS WHO. 
WORK WITH THE 

SHOGUN GET 
AGITATED EASILY, 
DEMANDING THAT 

THE SATSUMA 

BE ATTACKED... 








THIS WAS A COUP 


D'ETAT BY TOMOMI 
IWAKURA AND HIS 
FOLLOWERS WHO 

WANTED TO. 
OVERTHROW THE 
SHOGUNATE AND 

HATED THE FACT THAT 
YOSHINOBU STILL 
HELD POWER IN 
THE GOVERNMENT 
EVEN WHEN POWER 
WAS RESTORED 
TO THE EMPEROR. 















































ON DECEMBER 9TH, 
THE ORDER FOR 
RESTORATION OF 
IMPERIAL POWER WAS 
ISSUED. IN ADDITION, 
IT WAS DECIDED AT 
AN IMPERIAL MEETING 
THAT YOSHINOBU 
TOKUGAWA WOULD 
RESIGN AS MINISTER 
AND RETURN THE 
TERRITORIES OF 
THE SHOGUNATE. 





YOSHINOBU, WHO 
HAD TAKEN THE 
ANTI-SHOGUNATE 
FACTION TOO LIGHTLY, 
WAS SURPRISED BY THIS 
POLITICAL CHANGE AND 
RETREATED FROM THE 


NISO CASTLE TO THE 
OSAKA CASTLE TO FIND 
A WAY TO RALLY BACK 

ON DECEMBER 12TH. 








Way . 
VAIS 
WAN 





SS 


WE WILL GIVE 
YOU AN IV 
DRIP DAILY 
“MEDICINE” ON, CON 


LOOKS SO 
SIMILAR TO 








21 *THE JAPANESE CHARACTER FOR “MEDICINE” IS 3&, AND THE CHARACTER FOR "EASE" IS %. 





Wy 





DECEMBER: 
THE 18TH 









































ON HIS WAY BACK |, Bg! Ay ; <3 ON THAT DAY, 
TO CAMP IN FUSHIMI, |.  & os * re ISAMI KONDO 
Y - ; ‘ WENT TO VISIT 
KONDO'S TROOPS [*:,, *, , 
. \ THE NISO CASTLE 
WERE AMBUSED BY ) HE OO EAST 
FORMER MEMBERS : ah RDER 
; 4 TALK WITH A 
OF THE KASHITARO | 
ITO FACTION, AND HE ae ‘| DUKE ABOUT 
WAS SHOT BETWEEN : ‘ Sy | ABOLISHING 
. f |ALIST 
HIS RIGHT SHOULDER i ces] THE PER 
AND HIS CHEST. P -s “ACTION. 





I CUT OPEN 
THE WOUND I IMMEDIATELY 


WITH A SCALPEL L$ | 4, TREATED KONDO'S 

WITHOUT USING \ ¢ ‘ ee WOUND. THE BULLET 

ANY ANESTHESIA. gS : HAD ENTERED FROM 
EVEN THOUGH y ABOVE THE RIGHT 
I DISINFECTED . COLLARBONE AND 
THE WOUND Vf PASSED THROUGH 
AFTER REMOVING PZ NEAR THE TOP OF 


THE FRACTURED ~“y (~ THE SHOULDER BLADE. 
PIECES OF HIS 7 5 
COLLARBONE... 


Up uirs 


4 
N 
N 
) 





BCS 
ISAMI KONDO 


HEDIDN'T |_ { B = Yl keernis 
LET OUT A ; ‘ j MOUTH SHUT 
SINGLE CRY | be oy es THROUGHOUT 
OF PAIN. f= i ; > AF THE ENTIRE 

2 } [ iz| © PROCEDURE. 




















EVENTUALLY, 

WE HEADED 
OUT TO OSAKA 
TOGETHER WITH 

SOuI OKITA, WHO'S 
TUBERCULOSIS 
HAD WORSENED, 

AND A WOUNDED 

ISAMI KONDO. 




























IN RESPONSE, 
THE FORMER 
SHOGUNATE ARMY 
BURNT DOWN THE 
SATSUMA DOMAIN 


MANSION IN EDO. Figg 





DECLARED THE "DECREE 
TO OVERTAKE THE 
SATSUMA” ON JANUARY 
1ST, 4TH YEAR OF KEIO, 
AS IF HE WERE STIRRED 
UP BY THE ANGRY 
FORMER SHOGUNAL 
ARMY GENERALS WHO 
GATHERED IN OSAKA 


CASTLE TO MAKE A MOVE. Le 



































































































































THE ROGUE 
SATSUMA 
WARRIORS WHO 
CONTINUED 
THEIR ACTS 
@ OF DISORDER 

y IN VARIOUS 
LOCATIONS 
FINALLY SET FIRE 
TO THE OUTER 
EDO CASTLE. 





NEWS OF THIS REACHED 
OSAKA CASTLE ON THE 
28TH. YOSHINOBU, WHO 
HAD ALL BUT OBTAINED 
CERTAIN VICTORY AFTER 
RALLYING HIS POWER, 
GAINING DIPLOMATIC 
RIGHTS, AVOIDING 
HAVING TO RELINQUISH 
HIS TERRITORIES, AND 
RECEIVING INFORMAL 
CONSENT TO REGAIN A 
POSITION OF OFFICE... 












































ESSENTIALLY, THIS 


WAS A DECLARATION |-__ 


OF WAR FROM THE 
FORMER SHOGUNAL 


BA ARMY AGAINST THE 


NEWLY ESTABLISHED I 


GOVERNMENT ARMY. W 


BEEN A WHILE. 
WHEN DID You 
LEAVE EDO? 


IN THE DECLARATION, 
IT WAS WRITTEN THAT, 
"IF THE SATSUMA DO 
NOT HAND OVER THE 
TRAITORS OF THEIR 
DOMAIN WHO HAVE 
SELFISHLY DISREGARD 
THE WILL OF THE 


EMPEROR, WE WILL HAVE & 


TO PUNISH THE SATSUMA 
DOMAIN WITH DEATH.” 








ELDEST SON OF THE 
MILITARY SCHOOL'S 
SHINGYOTO-STYLE 
INSTRUCTOR. GOOD 
WITH BOTH THE PEN 
AND THE SWORD, 
HE LATER ENTERED THE 


(SHOGUNAL GUARD.) 


COME ON, 
JOIN OUR 
YUGEKI-TAI. 
TLL ASK 
MY BOSS 
TO LET 
YOU IN. 


THE TRUTH IS THAT 
TM CURRENTLY 
ACTING UNDER THE 
ORDERS OF THE 
MAGISTRATE OF THE 
\ NAVY, AWANOKAMI 
\ KATSU-SAMA... 





TaRRivep | | 
IN KYOTO 


HACHIRO 
) IBA-KUN... 








THE SHOGUN 
HAS MADE UP 
HIS MIND. 

WE WILL ALSO 
DEPART FOR THE 
FATED BATTLE 
TOMORROW! YOU 
WILL FIGHT FOR 
TOKUGAWA TOO, 
WON'T YOU? 


THE ONLY ONE 
WHO COULD EVEN 
KEEP UP IN A SPAR 
AGAINST IBA'S 
SWORDPLAY AT THE 
MILITARY SCHOOL 
WAS TACHIBANA! 











TACHIBANA- 
DONO! I'VE 
BEEN LOOKING 
FOR YOU! 








wlan, 


WITH ALL THE 
CONFUSION 
RIGHT NOW... 


THE PATIENTS 
SECURELY, 








TAKE CARE 
OF YOUR- 


SELF, TACHI- 


BANA-KUN! 


HOWEVER, 


IT ABSOLUTELY 
CAN’T ALLOW 
YOU TO GO 
OFF TO THE 
BATTLEFIELD. 


NEED YOUR 
PROTECTI 


THOSE 
PEOPLE 
DON'T EVEN 


ION! 


KYOTARO- 
SAN, I'M 
SURE THIS 
IS TOUGH 
ON YOU AS 
A SAMURAI... 


THAT'S 
BECAUSE... 
I KNOW 
WHAT 
HAPPENS 
IN HISTORY 
FROM 
HERE ON. 


iy 


Mh 


\ 


WW di 
\" Uf 





EXAMINATION CHAPTER 
PART 2: TOBA-FUSHIMI 









=> 





(1S ose sareuma. <1 
Il ~. SCOLINDRELS HAVE 
| > CONTINUED ie J 


CAUSE TROUB. 
AGAIN AND AGAIN: = 
AROUND EDO! ec 
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PART 2: TOBA-FUSHIMI 





7 
time. * = 


ol 
a Se 
ae 


4TH YEAR OF KEIO, 
JANUARY 2ND - 
THE 15,000 MEN 
STRONG FORMER 
SHOGUNAL ARMY 
LEFT THE OSAKA 
CASTLE FOR KYOTO, 
HEADING TO BATTLE. 












GY S 
SURELY NOTHING Z SY surrKnow 
WILL CHANGE INTHE @& = WHAT THE 
RAGING RAPIDS OF = = = RESULTS OF 
HISTORY FROM THE = BB THIS BATTLE 
TOKUGAWA ERATO = QZ, wit Be... 
THE MEIJI PERIOD... & GY 
< Y 
KA / LY) }}) 
Yy) [aed Py 





WHAT 
PURPOSE 
DOTLIVE 

FOR IN 
THIS ERA? 


CS 
Manes 


} 
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RYOMA-SAN... 
EVEN THOUGH 
YOU'VE LEFT 
THIS WORLD, 

I'VE STILL BEEN 
LEFT BEHIND. 


a Taig Png 








SABURI-DONO, 
T BELIEVE IT'D i 


SOLDIERS WHO'LL 
COME HERE IN THE 
NEXT FEW DAYS. 


TLL GO 
AND ASK 
THE ONES 


AT THE 
GASSUIDO* 


KYOTARO-SAN, 
MAY T ALSO ASK 
IF YOU COULD 
GET SAKI-SAN 
PERMISSION TO 
ENTER AND LEAVE 
THE CASTLE AS A 
MEMBER OF OUR 
TREATMENT TEAM? 





ON THE EVENING 
OF THE 3RD, A FIGHT 
STARTED BETWEEN 
THE 15,000 FORMER 
SHOGUNAL SOLDIERS 
WHO WERE MARCHING 
TOWARDS KYOTO 
AND THE 5,000 NEW 
GOVERNMENT SOLDIERS 
(THE SATSUMA AND 
THE CHOSHU ARMY) 
TRYING TO STOP THEM. 


THE FORMER 
SHOGUNAL ARMY 
DIDN'T HAVE A 
CLEAR BATTLE 
PLAN, BELIEVING 
THAT THE NEWLY 
ESTABLISHED 
GOVERNMENT 
ARMY WOULD 

GIVE WAY. 























BUT THE NEW 
GOVERNMENT 
ARMY WERE READY 
FOR THEM, FIRING 
THEIR RIFLES UPON 
THE OPPOSING 
ARMY. THE FORMER 
SHOGUNAL ARMY 
WERE CLEARLY IN A 
DISADVANTAGEOUS 
POSITION. 


























™ 
ey 


BUT THE YODO 
DOMAIN BOWED 
DOWN TO THE 
AUTHORITY OF 
THE KINKI FLAG AND 
DEFECTED TO THE 
NEW GOVERNMENT'S 
SIDE, TURNING A 
BLIND EYE AS THEY 
KEPT THE CASTLE 
GATES CLOSED 
TO THE FORMER 
SHOGUNAL ARMY. 


ee) 
ON THE 5TH, 


THE TOSA 
DOMAIN, 
TOTTORI 
DOMAIN, 
AND OTHERS 
WHO WERE 
WATCHING THE 
SITUATION 
JOINED IN 
ON THE NEW 
GOVERNMENT 








ARMY'S SIDE. 


THE FORMER 


4 SHOGUNAL ARMY 


<A 


G 
ze 
s 


RETREATED 
TO THE YODO 
CASTLE, WHERE 
THE SHOGUNAL 
COUNCIL WAS 

HOUSED, TO 

REARRANGE THEIR 
RANKS INSIDE THE 
CASTLE WALLS, 


is 
tg 




































































ON THE 4TH, 
THE NEW 
GOVERNMENT 
ARMY PREPARED 
A TRUMP CARD: 
THE HOISTING 
OF THE “KINKI” ~ 
THE GOLDEN- 
BROCADE FLAG. 














pi 








OSAKA, 
HAKKEN-YA 












































































































































ON JANUARY 6TH, THE SHINSENGUMI 
ALTHOUGH ALL THERE WERE MEN WHO WERE 
MEMBERS OF JIN’S SOME WHOSE INJURED WERE 

CLINIC HAD MOVED | | INJURIES WERE BROUGHT TO THE 
THE TREATMENT SO SEVERE THAT SAME LODGE AS 
FACILITY ENTIRELY THEY DIED. THE ONE WHERE 

TO THE INSIDE OF KONDO AND OKITA 


G 
» OSAKA CASTLE... WERE STAYING. 


Y 
Vian . 

















THERE WERE 
SO MANY 
INJURED 
MEN THAT 

THEY WERE 
GROUPS 
OUTSIDE. 


Zi 


. Ava ESE? 
















eC RG 
Be EVERYONE! 
es WORD 


y 
q 


4 


"IOI 





E> "EVEN IF 
eae 23) I END UP 
HESE AR > 2 fl DYING HERE, 
WORDS he / A \Y S| RETAINERS 
FROM THE | ( ROE EDO. 
TO us! 4 ‘ON 
ig \ CA RRY ON 
MY WILL!* 
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THAT SHOWS THE 
DETERMINATION 
OF THE SHOGLUN! 
SO THEN IT IS 
OUR RESOLUTION 
TO DIE HERE IN 
THIS CASTLES 


FIGHTING TO 
PROTECT THE GRATEFUL/ 
SHOGUNATE... ; WITH THIS, 
T CAN DIE TES ZEB I WILL BE 

| ABLE TO DO 

MY DUTY AS 

A HATAMOTO 
WARRIOR, 

FATHER, 

MOTHER... 





/ 


I DON'T 
KNOW 
THOSE 

DETAILS... 


















IN THE 

FUTURE CAN THE 
WORLD, SHOGUNAL 
T'M ONLY ARMY 


















WHAT DO 
YOU THINK 
WILL HAPPEN, 
MINAKATA- 
SENSEI? 






























a ae ORT URE  -enrm  | 
I DON'T WANT ALTHOUGH 
T’M BEING 
TO SPEAK OF 
THE FATE THAT HONEST THAT 
AS A DOCTOR, 
THE SHOGUNATE ; 
WILL FACE FROM I DON'T. KNOW 
HERE ON EITHER... pa. MUCHABOUT 
By, BAKUMATSU 
Won aw Zam, HISTORY... 
THEY BOARDED THAT NIGHT, 

THE AMERICAN YOSHINOBU, 
VESSEL THAT HAD TOGETHER 
STOPPED IN THE i WITH THE AIZU Es 

OPEN SEA OF AND KUWANA Ea 
MT. TENBO. THE DOMAIN i 

NEXT DAY, THEY LORDS AND Rf 

TRANSFERRED THE SHOGUNAL 

TO THE VESSEL COUNCIL 
KAIYOMARU AND MEMBERS, 
ESCAPE TO EDO ESCAPED THE 


ON THE 8TH. 











OSAKA CASTLE. 

















T CAN'T 
BELIEVE IT... 
THOSE IN 















































NUE 
TO FIGHT?! 
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THE REMNANTS 
OF THE DEFEATED 
FORMER SHOGUNAL 
ON THE 9TH... ARMY LEFT OSAKA 
THE CHOSHU : CASTLE WHILE 
DOMAIN FORCES Fi : THE IMMEDIATE 
ENTERED THE : FOLLOWERS OF 
NOW VACANT ‘ ‘ a THE TOKUGAWA 
OSAKA CASTLE. : é 4 SHOGUNATE 
H RETREATED TO EDO. 








; ‘ HOWEVER, 
EVENTUALLY, | oS vd Wilke 
THE GUN- p THEY WERE 
POWDER d : NEGOTIATING 
STORES THERE ; 2 : THE TAKE 
EXPLODED, OVER OF 
ENGULFING an z THE CASTLE, 


THE FAMOUS éniep 


CASTLE IN WITHIN THE 


FLAMES. j | CASTLE. 










































































*AN HEIRLOOM THAT WAS PASSED DOWN TO SUCCESSORS OF THE SHOGLINAL 
POSITION EVER SINCE IEYASU TOKUGAWA CTHE IST SHOGUN OF EDO PERIOD) 


VD 
THE \ \ 4 
RETAINERS \\ CAS YY) 

OF THE \ YZ J) WHAT?! THEY LEFT 
PION'T EVEN \ Di GOLD FAN* BEHIND 
TAKE SOME- \ j 2 IN THE CASTLE?! 
IMPORTANT?! 


~)} 7 


Mf 
7 
WW = eh 


THEN I, 
TATSUGORO, 
WILL GO 


AND GET 
THAT FAN/! 


AROUND 

BOARDED THE : il sg 
, GROUP, 

SHOGUNAL : , TOGETHER 

VESSEL, THE a TT ae WITH 

FUJIYAMA-MARU, : ‘| KoNDo, 
DOCKED AT THE ; d - v 

eres : _—e OKITA, AND 
q HISIKATA, 





A WOMAN 
ONBOARD! 












I AM SAKI, 
OF THE 


TACHIBANA 

HOUSE, A 
\TAMOTO 

RETAINER. 








YOU ARE! 
WOMEN AREN'T 
ALLOWED 
ON MILITARY 

VESSELS! 
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\\\\ I WASN'T 
IF YOu \“v"\ PLEASE WAIT! 
STILL INSIST, |S AKI TACHI eee 
THEN ALL OF BA NO BUT STILL, 
US DOCTORS : I'M SORRY. 
WiLL Leave = TLL GET OFF 
! OF THE SHIP. 


JIN'S CLINIC IS Sees al THEN We'LL 
THE GREATEST oe BE IN TROUBLE! 
SURGICAL fe LEG ', I, ISAMI KONDO 
? OF THE SHIN- 


COLLECTIVE 

ALL JAPAN. i We “3 SENGUMI, AND 
LET THEM FALL (ar. NY OTHER 

INTO THE ENEMY’S 


PEOPLE ABOARD 

THIS SHIP ARE 
f BEING TREATED 

GREAT Loss! ‘ / BY THE CLINIC. 


THIS PLACE 
AIN’T KYOTO! 
YOU HAVE NO 


SAY WHILE 
YOU'RE HERE, 
SHINSEGLIMI 
OFF_THE UTTS! 
SHIP EITHER! 





TREATED MY 
WOUND IN THE 
CASTLE ON 
HER OWN... 


YOU KNOW, THE 
SHOGUN HIMSELF 
eed ALLOWED 
LADIES OF THE 
COURT AND EVEN 
HIS MISTRESSES 


) THE 
GEKI-TAI, 


AND WHEN 
I WAS SHOT 
IN THE CHEST 
AND COUGH- 
ING BLOOD... 





SAKI-DONO |S 
A SPLENDID 
SURGEON. 

IM SURE ALL 





NOW THEN, 
DOCTORS, 
PLEASE 
CONTINUE 
TREATING 


THOSE 
INJURED! 





TACHIBANA-KUN, 
OUR FIGHT WITH 
\ THE SATSUMA AND 
RETAINER, CHOSHU HAS ONLY 
I JUST 
WANT TO 
REPAY THE 
TOKUGAWA. - 
> 
an 


Z 
ij 











WE'LL BE 
DONE FOR 
IF THE SAME 
HAPPENS TO 

EDO CASTLE/ 


HOW TERRIBLE/ 
IT'S NOT ONLY 
THE SATSUMA AND 
CHOSHU TROOPS, 
BUT SOME OF THE 
TOWNSPEOPLE 
ARE ENTERING THE 
CASTLE TO STEAL 
ITEMS AMIDST 
THE FIRE/ 


SHIP HAS 
ALREADY 
LEFT PORT! 

















10TH, THE 
FUJIYAMA- 
MARU 
ARRIVED AT 





ON THE 11TH, 
| THE VESSEL 
LEFT HYOGO, 
HEADING FOR 
PORT YURA. 





























UNDER THE DECK, 
THE GROANS OF 
INJURED SOLDIERS 
{ FILLED THE HULL. 


TLL GO FIRST... 
"SILLY GAMES, 
WE'LL PATCH 
THE HOLES IN 
THE SLIDING 
DOOR LATER.” 





“WHEN IT 


LINE, NOT AN 
INCH OVER.” 















"GRINDING 
TEA LEAVES? 
I'S THE 


MAN WHO 
DOES THE 
GRINDING!” 





to Bust 
My Guts 
laughing! 


I HADN'T 
NOTICED 
AT THAT 
TIME... 





THE INJURED 
WERE SENT TO 
THE FRENCH 
STUDY CENTER, 


A TEMPORARY § 


TREATMENT 
FACILITY. 


THOSE SUCH 
AS KONDO 
AND OKITA 
WERE SENT TO 
THE MEDICAL 
INSTITUTE IN 
THE KANDA 
IZUMI DISTRICT. 


4TH YEAR OF KEIO, 
JANUARY 14TH - 

SHOGUNAL VESSEL 
FUJIYAMA~MARU 











ARRIVED IN PORT 
AT YOKOHAMA. 


ON THE NEXT DAY, 
THE 15TH, WE ARRIVED 
IN SHINAGKAWA. THE 
MEN UNDER SHINSEN- 
GUMI DEPUTY HIJIKATA 
TOOK SHELTER AT 
THE SHINAGKAWA 
INN, THE KAMA-YA. 
























INATION CHAPTER” : 
PART 3: FRUITION ) = 





































































































ALTHOUGH THE 
STREETS OF EDO 
HAVEN'T CHANGED 
IN THE PAST FEW 
MONTHS, THE TIMES 
HAVE CHANGED 

IN A HUGE WAY. 































































































AND, ON 
THE 23RD, 
HE WAS 
APPOINTED 
AS THE 
WAKADOSHI- 
YORI, THE 
DIRECTOR 
GENERAL OF 
THE ARMY. 

















AKASAKA, 
RINTARO 
(KAISHU) 
KATSU'S 

MANSION 























JANUARY 17TH - 
KATSU WAS 
PROMOTED 
FROM MAGIS- 
TRATE OF 
WARSHIPS TO 
MAGISTRATE 
OF THE NAVY. 











HE WAS SO CURIOUS 

ABOUT THE OUTSIDE 

WORLD. THERE WAS 
E WAI TO 
SPREAD HIS WINGS. 
I'M CERTAIN THAT 


My ABILITIES 
WERE NOT . | I APOLOGIZE. 
ENOUGH... ‘ K | - Sateen 
I COULDN'T / Sf MOAT MY TRIP 
\ | TO KYOTO, 


SAVE RYOMA- 
SAN'S LIFE. 





THAT'S HOW 
IT GOES. 







AS REGI 

TABLE AS IT 
MAY BE... WE 
CANNOT STOP 
THE WAY THE 
WORLD TURNS. 


HIS FATE TO 
DIE AT THIS f 
sats 












\-7 we 


Y 





HAS THE 4 > KATSU-SENSEI... 
SHOGUN mY =I HEARD THAT TADA- 
CYOSHINOBLD MASA OGURI-SAMA, 
LOST HIS WILL 4 _THE COMMISSIONER OF 
TO FIGHT f 4 FINANCE WHO ADVOCATED 
AGAINST THE patsy A FIGHTING AGAINST THE 
TRAITOROUS ‘ Z 4 NEWLY ESTABLISHED 
SATSUMA AND ¥ : oe GOVERNMENTAL ARMY 
CHOSHU? 4 TILL THE VERY END, 


TADAMASA OGURI 
IT'S NOT AS 


THAT Must’ me 
BEN TIES SIMPLE AS THAT. 

INTENT BEHIND . THE SHOGUN IS 
PROMOTING ME \ LIKELY NEGOTIATING 
AND OKUBo- |@ # } WITH THE IMPERIAL 
DONO, PEOPLE ae: + | SOPRONET THE 
WHO'VE TRIED TOKUGAWA HOLISE 
TO STAY AWAY \ AND THEIR LAND. 
FROM WARFARE / ; 

UNTIL NOW, 





STILL HAS PLENTY 
SERIOUSLY, OF MILITARY POWER 
I’M SURE AND OVERWHELMING 
THERE WILL . y NAVAL CAPABILITIES 
BE DAIMYO i Ga COMPARED TO OUR 
LORDS WHO ENEMIES, WHO CALL 
WILL BECOME = THEMSELVES THE 
E eee TH 
OUR ALLIES! ‘ MENTAL ARMY! 


THE FIGHT 


IF WE TAKE A THE SHOGUNATE 



















I AM FUuLLy 
AWARE OF THAT! 
BUT TRADITION 
AND DECORUM NO 








CASTLE ANYMORE! 













"DEPLOY THE 
THE 


ALTHOUGH NAW 70 
SURUGA BAY, 


OGURI AND 
DIFFERENT 


















BUT EVEN IF THE 
SHOGUNAL ARMY 
WERE TO WIN, PEACE 






Fi 
FIGHT!” ARE Th THE SAME 
DISORDERLY FOOLS WHO 
LAZE AROUND, DRINKING 
SAKE ALL DAY. DO YOU 
REALLY THINK THEY’RE 
CAPABLE OF A FIGHT?! 


hy 





A | : VK / ocuri may Be 
PaoteCT THE nies A HATAMOTO 
TOKUGAWA t “ PEERLESS IN 


HOUSE, AS 
WELL AS THE 
COUNTRY OF 





JAPAN ITSELF, = Ay HOU 
, C7} GAWA HOLISE AS 
AT ALL Costs! . ITS RETAINER. 


JUST STAY 
ALIVE AND 


DO WHAT 
YOU WANT. WANTED TO DO, 
BUT HE DIED. 


HE'S RIGHT. 


SOON... ; —£ 
YOULL BE , & KYOTARO-SAN, 
ABLE TO SEE ~ =I WORKED SO 
THE NEW HARD TO TREAT 
YOUR HEAD 
INJURY, SO 
PLEASE, DON'T 


THROW YOUR 
LIFE AWAY! 





YOU BEGIN 
TO DO THAT. 


CHINESE MEDICINE 
DOCTORS FROM THE 

MEDICAL ACADEMY 
WENT TO THE MEDICAL 


IN ORDER TO 


ACCOMPLISH 


SOMETHING BIG, 


THERE ARE 
TIMES WHEN 
YOU'LL HAVE 
TO SET ASIDE 
WHAT YOU 
HOLD DEAR... 












































































































































































































































































































































































































































INSTITUTE IN ORDER 
TO LEARN HOW TO 


TREAT BULLET WOUNDS 


FROM RYOJUN MATSU- 
MOTO, HEAD OF THE 
MEDICAL INSTITUTE. 




























































































SHOGUNAL 
WARRIORS WHO 
HAD BEEN INJURED 
IN THE BATTLE 
OF TOBA-FUSHIMI 
WERE TAKEN TO 
EITHER THE MEDICAL 
ACADEMY OR 
MEDICAL INSTITUTE 
FOR TREATMENT. 























IN OTHER WORDS, 


EVEN THOUGH 


THE TWO MEDICAL 


FACILITIES HAD A 

LONG-STANDING 

RIVALRY, RYOJUN 
WAS OFFERED 
JURISDICTION 


OVER TREATMENTS 


IN THE ACADEMY. 





RYOJUN ALSO 
WENT OVER TO 
THE MEDICAL 
ACADEMY TO 
INSTRUCT ON 
TREATING THE 
INJURED. 


































































































































JIN'S CLINIC 
ALSO ASSISTED 

= WITH TREATMENT 
AT THE MEDICAL 
ACADEMY. 































































































MATSUMOTO- 
SENSE! FROM 
THE MEDICAL 


INSTITUTE HAS 
ARRIVED! 


























KYOTO, OSAKA, 
AND FINALLY 
EDO, YOU'VE 

BEEN TREATING 


NONSTOP... 








HOWEVER... 
I WASN'T 
ABLE TO SAVE 
RYOMA-SAN 
WITH THAT 
PENICILLIN... 





INDEED! IT'D MAKE 
MORE SENSE IF 
THE PATIENTS, 
ESPECIALLY THOSE 
WITH BULLET 
WOUNDS, WERE 
TREATED AT THE 
MEDICAL INSTITUTE 
OR THE MANSIONS 
OF THE DOMAINS! 


=¢ 





rr 








THERE ARE — 


MANY SOLDIERS E- A THE Parents 
Wier Nee ARE HEALING 
VERY QUICKLY 

CEs pay IREE 
Te Pen PS ay THE PENICILLIN. 


YOU CREATED. 
































WHAT AN EM- 
BARASSMENT! 

HAVING THE 

DOCTORS OF 

THE MEDICAL 
; eee ACADEMY USE 
B as nc 4 SCALPELS AND 
4 i iy: NEEDLES THAT 
a THEY'RE NOT 

== . USED TO... 
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WE'VE OFFERED 

A PLACE AND 
ASSISTANCE FOR 
THE MANY INJUIRE 


MAINSTREAM 
(CHINESE) PRACTICI 
SHOULDN'T 
LEARNING HOW TO 
RM DLITC 
MEDICINE... 














YOU DOCTORS 
FROM THE 
ACADEMY DON'T 
KNOW HOW 
TO TREAT A 


BULLET WOUND, 
WHICH IS WHY 


I CAME HERE 
TO TEACH YOU! 








GUNATE!! 





































































































RIGHT NOW. THIS 
ISN'T THE TIME 
OR PLACE TO BE 
FUSSING ABOLIT 
MAINSTREAM 
MEDICINE AND 
DUTCH MEDICINE. 





WESTERN 
MEDICINE FOR 
THIS OCCASION! 

IF THERE IS 


ANYONE WHO 
ISN'T WILLING, 
THEN THEIR 
STIPEND WILL 
BE REVOKED! 


WE BOTH SEEK 
THE DOCTORAL 
PATH OF 
SAVING LIVES... 
IT IS OUR DUTY 


TO LEARN HOW 
TO PERFORM 
SURGERIES! 








WE DOCTORS 
OF THE 
SHOGUNATE 
SHOULD WORK 
TOGETHER 
DURING THI: 
CRITICAL TIME. 





GENEN TAKI 
THE TRUE PERSON 
IN CHARGE BEHIND: 

THE CURTAINS AT THE 
MEDICAL ACADEMY 





pitting | demi || FROM THE ACADEMY 


Ming / WORKING AT JIN'S 
BY COMBINING THE || i " CLINIC, WHERE THEY 
MEDICAL TECHNIQUES PEI 


RFORM THE MOST 
OF WESTERN AND 4 ADVANCED SURGICAL 
CHINESE MEDICINE. /' 2 TREATMENTS... 

























































Gl \ SENSEI 

ITALL = \/ HIMSELF 

we've (\C IS HERE! 
GoT! 

s? oe 

oe 

Cs ob 
- 
YS y 













































































































DID SOMETHING 
HAPPEN TO 
NOKAZE-SAN?/ 















































ABLE TO SET ASIDE 
THEIR DIFFERENCES 


AFTER ALL THE 
TENSIONS BETWEEN 
MAINSTREAM MEDICINE 
AND DUTCH MEDICINE. 














GENEN-SENSEI, 
THANK YOU 
VERY MUCH/ 

















OF HOW Of} 
MINDED YOU'VE 
BEEN WITH 
SHARING YOUR 
TECHNIQUES, 
MINAKATA-SENSEI, 












A LETTER 
B A TO YOU FROM 
LEROND Ws 
D U M P/ SENT FROM 






THE FRENCH 

EMBASSY TO 

) THE MEDICAL 
}_ INSTITUTE. 





IT'S BEEN 15 
MONTHS SINCE 
NOKAZE-SAN LEFT 
THE COUNTRY. 
I RECEIVED A 
LETTER FROM HER 
LAST SUMMER... 













—._ I'VE BEEN cae 








WHAT NEWS... 
IS INSIDE? 












































ame 
ayy, ie . yl lly 


AFTER Zz 
IF NOKAZE- 


ZZ 


SAN ALSO... x 1 
fi 








HAD 











MINAKATA- 
SENSEI, 

, ISTHERE | 

SOMETHING | 

WRONG? / 








































































































































































































~ T GAVE 








Ti "REFRAINED BIRTHTOA 
FROM WRITING =we~<ttie BABY, BOY. 
”AB@UT,HIM. IN ==<HIS. NAME 

MYAUASTALETTER 


— SIU IAN sci 












A HEALTHY 
CHILD THAT’S 4 
LIKE A GEM. 


HOWEVER, 
A MIRACLE 
HAPPENED, 





HE BELIEVES 
MY WEIGHT 




























LOSS AND MY HUSBAND 

LACK OF STILL DOESN'T 
HEALTH IS A KNOW ABOUT 
RESULT OF MY DISEASE. 
MORNING |¢ 






SICKNESS. 
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EVEN 


THOUGH = MIRACLES 
THE TIME STARTED 
rave ae HAPPENING 
_. LEE TIS alten: ce we SEVER SINCE 
AtmggoRn ET ips 
ee 4 MET YOU, pew 





MINAKATAS eae 


I’M WISHING 
FOR YOUR 
HAPPINESS 

FROM AFAR, 

SENSEI. 


YOU HAVE 
BORE A 

NEW LIFE § 

INTO THIS. / 
WORLD. 


FOR YOu. 





HOWEVER, 
AS LONG AS 
-.T-AM HERE, 
TeHAVETOm. 
vena EEP LIVING o 
ANEDON ———— 
THE THINGS THINGS, 





I STILL 
DO NOT 


_ UNDERSTAND 


WHY T HAVE 





eal 








¢) FEBRUARY i 

















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































WHAT 
SHOULD 
I STAKE 
MY LIFE 
ON AND 


LIVE FOR? 






































ON THE 12TH, 
YOSHINOBU 
TOKUGAWA LEFT ALL 
FUTURE AFFAIRS TO 
KAISHU KATSU AND 
ENTERED VOLUNTARY 
CONFINEMENT IN 
THE DAIJIIN TEMPLE 
ON THE UENO-KANEI 
TEMPLE GROUNDS. 







































BECAUSE OF ALL 
THE EXTORTION 
THAT WAS OCCURING, 
STORES HAD CLOSED, 
PEOPLE HAD MOVED 


OUT, AND THE MOOD 
| 


WAS EXTREMELY 
UNWELCOMING. 


HOWEVER, AS 
IF THEY WERE 
COMPLETELY 
OBLIVIOUS 
ALL OF THAT, 





FOURTH YEAR 
OF KEIO, 
MARCH - 

THAT SPRING, 
VARIOUS 

RUMOURS 
SPREAD 
AROUND EDO. 













THE CHERRY 
BLOSSOMS 
WERE IN FULL 
BLOOM. 





BECOME A 
BATTLEFIELD. 
PEOPLE DON'T 
FEEL LIKE 
ENJOYING 
THE VIEW OF 
THE FLOWERS 
RIGHT NOW... 








KICHINOSUKE SAIGO 
OF THE SATSLUMA 
DOMAIN, WHO LED THE 
NEWLY ESTABLISHED 
GOVERNMENTAL ARMY, 
ARRIVED IN SUNPU 
CSURUGA) AT THE 
END OF LAST MONTH. 
A NUMBER OF DAIMYO. 
LORDS HAVE LEFT EDO 


\ TO GO BACK TO THEIR 


OWN DOMAIN... 
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| FLITE 
THIS IS OUR 
NEWEST 
PRODUCT, 
THE KOAN- 
DOUGHNUT. 





WATS 


























KOAN- NA i) 
DOUGHNUT DOUGHNUT 1 = 


in | i 



































il 

























































Nine (tr 
il | i ik = 8 


IT'S LESS 
LIKELY TO ITS Just 
THIS IS... 2 BREAK APART, THE RIGHT 
DELICIOUS! THE HOLE SIZE FOR 
IS FILLED WOMEN AND 
CHILDREN. 


























I MADE THE 
AN-DOUGHNUT 
SMALLER, 
SO THE INNER 
HOLE BECAME 
SMALLER TOO, 
AND THEN I 
SPREAD BEAN 
PASTE ON IT. 


JIN-—(<-B 


THERE ARE 
PEOPLE WHO 


COME EVERY 
DAY FROM FAR 


NO THANKS, BUT 


T_ APPRECIATE 
IE SENTIMENT... 
I'D LIKE TO BRING 
SOME HOME AS 
A SOUVENIR FOR 
MOTHER THOUGH. 





AS A RESULT, 





THAT'S RIGHT. 
| = THE REASON 
WHY I CAME 


WAS TO CURE 
EI-SAN OF 
HER BERIBERI 
AFTER ALL. 


with every- 
one to see 
the flowers, 
Minakata- 
sensei? 


SENSEI, YOU J 0, 
OF COURSE wi SEEM TO HAVE TM ALREADY 
OLDER. T'M Ee 
WEIGHT AND 


YOUR RM cincsas a 
YEARS OLD. Mix’ nour, || LOOK A BIT \ SIGN OF THAT. 





YOU MAY BE THEN YOU 
Busy, BUT IF REALLY 
YOU KEEP SAKI- SHOULD 
SHE WILL GET 
SICK OF IT. ALREADY. 





YO 

TAKE YOUR 
TIME SO 

LEISURELY. 


SELF YET EITHER. 


YOU'RE 
FINISHED EATING Dae cor 
TO LEAVE THEIR Oe eae 
SEATS AT ONCE! ARE FULL?! 








THE CITIZENS 
OF EDO HAVE 
ONLY STARTED 
TO APPRECIATE 
YOUR EFFORTS. 
DON'T LET THAT 
GO TO WASTE. 


yom 
~~ 


TROUBLEMAKERS 
AWAY START 
BEHAVING LIKE 
TROUBLEMAKERS 
THEMSELVES. 


THE SHOUGI-TAl THAT 
WAS ESTABLISHED 
BY THE RETAINERS 

HOGUNA 


ABLE TO STOP SOME 
OF THE EXTORTION 
AND KILLING THAT 

WAS HAPPENING. 

















LAM 
YOU'RE ALL KYOTARO 
RUNK. IT'D TACHIBANA 
OF THE 
KOBUSHIN 
SQUAD. 


BUT T WILL ony vier 
NOT IGNORE on WANT 
ANY INSULTS ABOUT Me... 

MADE AGAINST 
MY MASTER. 








YOU THINK 
YOU CAN WIN 
AGAINST ALL 

OF US?! 


HMPHI ITLL ONLY 
BE A HANDFUL IF 
WE CUT DOWN A 
SUBORDINATE TO 


YOU _AGAIN, 
WE WILL 

SETTLE IT 
THEN! 





rT 
fl WI 


ie 
| 


an 


ji 








TACHIBANA- 
SAMA. 


THANK YOU 
VERY MICH. 


Yy 
yy 
Uy yy 
YR 
yy, Jy yy 
Wyo} 





IF BEING 


THEN we | ~ [A WARRIOR 
DON'T NEED 

SAMURAI | 

ANYMORE. YOUR BELT 


AND SCARING 
THE WEAK, 





BUT I CAN'T 
LET HIM DIE. 


TTT) 


Yy 
7, 


B 
B 
2 


I WANT 
HIM TO 
BE ALIVE 


KYOTARO-SAN IS 
SEARCHING FOR 
A PLACE IN THIS 
WORLD TO DIE 

AS A WARRIOR. 


SOON, 
THE AGE OF 
WARRIORS 
WILL COME 
TO AN END. 












































































































































































































































































































































: N \ 
AGAYA, 
SENDAGAYA NS 


SY IKEBASHISHIRI, 
| RESIDENCE \ 
\ 


OF UEKIYA 
HEIGORO 













Reaver 


HE TOLD ME 


THE SHOGUNATE 
ORDERED HIM TO 
BE IN CHARGE. OF 


KOYOCHINBL™.., 
IT'S BEEN A WHILE 























*MAINTAINING ORDER IN THE KAI PROVINCE, WHICH IS PRESENT DAY YAMANASHI PREFECTURE 98 


: a IT SEEMS 
i pee THAT THE 
if SHINSENGLIM| 
WAS BEEN 
+ RENAMED THE 


el 
KOYOCHINBU 
SQUAD. 





ips 
» 
=a Ss 
in 





AND ON MARCH 
1ST, THEY HAD A 
LARGE PARTY IN 
NAITO SHINJUKU 
AND DEPARTED 
FROM EDO. 





























HE'S BEEN 
PROMOTED 


TO THE RANK 
OF RETAINER. || APPRECIATION FOR 
THE MANY YEARS 
OF SERVICE BY 


CAPTAIN KONDO. 


AD 


I DON'T WANT 
TO DIE HERE. 
I'D RATHER 
DIE FIGHTING 























I Just 
WANTED TO 
REPAY ALL 
THE FAVORS 
I RECEIVED 

FROM THE 


TOKUGAWA 


SHOGUNATE 





I DON'T CARE 
ABOUT BEING 


\ ~ Ay / 
\ 


\ » \ 
SW) \ 



















































































































































I'M SURE 
KOGIKLI-SAN 
WOULD BE 
SURPRISED... 






THT 
ull) 







SO THE ONE 

PERSON WHO'D 

BEEN CREATING 
THOSE CAT 


WHEELCHAIRS 
FOR MORE THA 


THREE YEARS 
WAS SOI OKITA 
FROM THE 
SHINSENGUMI... 




























































THE MANY 
SHINSENGUMI 
WARRIORS 
WHO'VE DIED... 


I HAVE 
KILLED... 








REALLY... 
I WONDER 
Why IT IS 


THAT WE LOVE 
THESE CHERRY 
BLOSSOM 
VIEWINGS... 


WHEN I WAS 
A CHILD, 

I GIVEN TO 
THE CARE OF 
THE TENNEN 
RISHIN-STYLE 


SWORD 
SCHOOL AND 
WAS RAISED 


TLL ALSO 

START YOUR 

THE ELDEST 
HOLD STILL 

SON OF A || FOR A BIT... 


SHIRAKAWA 
DOMAIN 


I WONDER 
WHAT I'D BE 
DOING NOW... 


THEY'RE ALL 
SMILING AND 


LAUGHING... 
THEY'RE HERE 
TO SEE THE 
FLOWERS. 


OKITA-SAN, 
) TLL WASH 
YOUR FACE. 









































































































=| 


=| 
A 
Lp 


© 


moan \\) 


NOW LIES ASLEEP 
UNDER DANCING 
CHERRY BLOSSOMS, 
HIS BODY SLIM FROM 
THE SICKNESS THAT 
CONSUMES HIM. 









THE LIFE OF SOJI 
OKITA, WHICH YOU 
SAVED... IS ABOUT 
TO BE SCATTERED 
INTO THE WIND... 











A GENIUS 
SWORDSMAN 
WHO ONCE BLEW 
THROUGH THE 
CAPITAL ALONG 
WITH THE WINDS 
OF BLOODY 
CONFLICT... 


THAT MEANS 4 ; 

HE'S GOING eo |) T PLAN ON 

TO THE AIZU || GOING... 
DOMAIN/ || UP NORTH. 


| oft, 


I WOULD LIKE 
TO LEAVE 
THE ENTIRETY 


OF TREATING 
E00 TO YOU. 








ONCE I FINISH 
THE WORK 
I NEED TO 
GET DONE 

AS HEAD OF 
THE MEDICAL 
INSTITUTE... 


I, RYOJUN... 
WOULD LIKE 
TO BE WITH 
THOSE WHO 
FAVOR THE 
SHOGUNATE. 














EXA'MINATION{CHAPTER 
PART{S:\CONFERENCE 3 


4TH YEAR 
OF KEIO, 
MARCH 



























































rE 


4TH DISTRICT 
OF YUSHIMA, 
BACK STREET 
JUMOKUDANI, 
TACHIBANA 
RESIDENCE 




















THE FLOWERS OF 
MOST CAMELLIAS 
FALL ENTIRELY 
OFF THE BRANCH, 
LIKE A HEAD 
BEING CUT OFF, 
AND SAMURAI 
HOUSEHOLDS 
FIND THAT TO 
BE GALLANT*. 











THIS OLD 
CAMELLIA TREE 
HAS BEEN A 
PART OF THIS 


, RESIDENCE FOR 


A LONG TIME. 


BUT THIS 
SCATTERING 
CAMELLIA IS 
DIFFERENT. 
EACH OF ITS 
PETALS FALL 
ONE BY ONE, 
FLUTTERING 

DOWN TO 
THE GROUND. 


IT'S SIMILAR, 
IN_A WAY, TO 
A SAMURAI’S 
SOUL, SO WE 
CALL IT THE 
MONONOFU- 
TSUBAKI, “THE 
SAMURAI’S 
CAMELLIA.” 


THOSE WHO 
FIND FLOWERS 
THAT BLOOM 
AND SCATTER 
AWAY WITHOUT 
ANYONE EVER 


EVEN THOUGH 
IT STILL HAS 
FLOWERS THAT 
ARE BLOOMING 
BEAUTIFULLY, 
IT'S SCATTERING 
APART BOLDLY. 


FLOWERS... 
FEEL MORE 
BEAUTIFUL 
PRECISELY 
BECAUSE 
THEY WILL 
SCATTER 
AND FALL, 
RIGHT? 








YES... TODAY, 
HE WILL BE 
DISCUSSING 
THINGS WITH 
THE GENERAL 
COUNSELOR OF 
THE WESTERN 
ARMY, KICHINO- 
SUKE SAIGO... 


T'D LIKE TO 
ARRANGI 





THE WESTERN 
RM) IPED 
IN SHINAGAWA, 
TO PREPARI 
FOR A POSSIBLE 
ATTACK ON THIS 
HOUSE TODAY OR 
TOMORROW... 


I'VE DECORATED 
IT WITH OUR 
BEST HEIRLOOMS 


TO_WELCOME 
OUR GUESTS... 


























KYOTARO-DONO... 
YOU SHOULD 
DECIDE ON A 
WAY TO LIVE 
WHILE BEING 

TRUE TO WHAT 
IT MEANS 10 

BE A SAMURAI. 


I HAVE NO 

INTENTIONS 

OF LEAVING 
EDO. 


AS A HATAMOTO 

FROM THE START 
OF THE TOKUGAWA 
IN MIKAWA, IT IS My 
DUTY TO SACRIFICE 
MY _OWN LIFE FOR 


“\ THE SHOGUNATE... 


PLEASE 
TELL SAKI... 
TO FOLLOW 

THE PATH 
THAT SHE 
BELIEVES IN. 








WE HAVEN'T 
BEEN ABLE TO 

















SHOW YOU THE 
FACES OF YOUR 
OWN GRAND- 
IT My CHILDREN YET. 
DISAPPEAR. 









THE WINDS 
HAVE 
SUDDENLY 
CHANGED 
IN SUCH 
STRANGE 
WAYS... 























ON THAT DAY, THE 
GOVERNOR GENERAL 
COUNSELOR OF THE 
NEW GOVERNMENTAL 
ARMY, KICHINOSUKE 
SAIGO, ENTERED THE 
SATSUMA DOMAIN 
MANSION LOCATED 
IN TAKANAWA, EDO... 





























SN 


AND AROUND 
NOON, HE 
ACCEPTED 

AWA-NO-KAMI 


(RINTARO) 
KATSU’S VISIT. 








118 













































































= HAIL? THIS 


MIGHT... 
TURN INTO 
Q SOMETHING 
W SERIOUG... 











AMIDST SUCH 





HAIL BEGAN 















WEATHER, TO FALL 
KATSU AND FROM THE 
SAIGO BEGAN SKIES ABOVE 
THEIR TALKS, EDO IN THE 
HOWEVER... AFTERNOON 

AS THUNDER 


ROARED. 


cea | 


THE CONFERENCE FOR 
THAT DAY WAS ONLY 
ABOUT THE SAFETY OF 
KAZUNOMIYA (SEIKANIN) 
AND TENSHOIN (PRINCESS 
ATSU). ONCE THAT TOPIC 
WAS CONCLUDED, THE 
TWO PROMISED TO HAVE 
ANOTHER CONFERENCE 
THE NEXT DAY AND 
IMMEDIATELY LEFT. 





KAZUNOMIYA 
(SEIKANIN) 

THE LITTLE SISTER OF 
EMPEROR KOUMEI 
AND WIFE OF THE 14TH 
SHOGUN, IEMOCHI 





TENSHOIN 
(PRINCESS ATSU) 
BORN TO THE SHIMAZU 
CLAN OF THE SATSUMA 
DOMAIN, THE WIFE OF 
THE 13TH TOKUGAWA 
SHOGUN, IESADA 
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I WANT TO 


























































































































IF YOU WANT 
TO GO HOME, 
GO AHEAD... 








Coa 
WESTERN ARMY HEY, DEAR, 


PE E 
LEAVING EDO 
IN DROVES... 








ON THE 1STH, 
THE DAY AFTER 
TOMORROW... 
REALLY TRUE? 


LISTEN UP, IF 
NEGOTIATIONS 
‘TWEEN KATSU- 

SAMA AND SAIGO 
FROM THE 
WESTERN ARMY 

BREAK DOWN, 
THE ARMY WILL 
ATTACK EDO ON 

MARCH THE 15TH. 








THE 
OUR HANDS, SHIPS WE HAVE 


WE WILL i ASSEMBLED _AT 
DRIVE THE BOSO INTO THE 


THE Pe Ge _ 2 — RiGHT away! 































































































OUR BELOVED 
EDO MAY HAVE 
TO BE BURNT TO 
A CRISP BY THE 
FIREFIGHTERS... 




















AH... I SEE. 
ARE YOU NOT 
FEELING WELL 
SOMEWHERE? 








T'D LIKE TO 
TALK TO 
MINAKATA- 
SENSEI IN 
PRIVATE 
FOR A BIT. 









































AT THAT TIME, 
THEY PLAN ON 
BURNING THE CITY 
BEHIND THEM AS 


AND TO PUSH THE 
ASSALILT TOWARDS 
THE CASTLE. 


A 
GOT MEASURES IN 
PLACE TO RESCUE 
ALL THE PEOPLE. 


HOWEVER, 
THE WESTERN 
ARMY REMAIN 

ADAMANT ABOLIT 
THEIR ASSALILT 
UNLESS WE 


UNCONDITIONALLY 
SURRENDER. 








BASED ON THE 
INFORMATION T'VE 
GOT, THE WESTERN 

ARMY PLANS TO LALINCH 
A FULL-SCALE ATTACK 
ON EDO ON MARCH ISTH 
FROM THE EASTERN 


THEIR ADVANCE 
BY BURNING 
CITY BE- 

FORE THEY DO. 


WHETHER E00 


BETWEEN ME 
AND SAIGO 
TOMORROW... 


\ a 
= \ “a 
AAAI 



















PLEASE 


WILL EDO TELL ME, 
BURN... MINAKATA- 
OR NOT?! SENSEI! 


WASN'T IT 
YOU THAT 
MIRACULOUSLY 
FORESAW THE 
DAY THAT 






































| knew it! 
You are the 
Best doctor 
that’s ever 


existed! 


DAY TOMORROW. 


)), Ob! Suddenly, 
all of the 

pain I'd Been 

feeling in my 

7 stomach has 
gone away.. 


LIFETIME. 















THE NEXT DAY, 
MARCH 14TH, 
TAMACHI, 
SATSUMA 
DOMAIN 
MANSION 





j} KICHINO- 
SUKE SAIGO, 
GOVERNOR 
GENERAL 
COUNSELOR 
OF THE NEW 
GOVERN- 


\ Y 
/ 
= MENTAL A, 
yf f 


\Sn 


KAMI KATSU, | 
THE ARMY 
MAGISTRATE 


OF THE 
SHOGUNATE 


























SAIGO-DONO, 
DO YOU KNOW 









































































































































OF DOCTOR 
E MINAKATA? 
ct 
| . | 160 
Tae | r ry 
ul a iii 
» — SV 









MINAKATA 
TOLD ME MANY 
MONTHS AGO 


RYOMA WOULD 
ENCOUNTER... 





NOW THAT'S 
INTERESTIN’! 








W ERA 


BURNING... 








THE SHOGUN 
CYOSHINOBL) 
DOES NOT WANT 
TO CAUSE HARM 
TO THE CITIZENS 
OF THIS COUNTY 
JUST TO DEFEND 


THE PRIDE OF 
THE TOKUGAWA! 



























2aseey 






































4 FE 
WILL NOT BE 
CONSUMED By 
THE FLAMES 


OF BATTLE. 






RIGHT NOW, 


THERE IS 
NO BENEFIT 
IN LETTING 

DO 

















































































































































































































SAIGO, WHO HAD 
HELD A STERN POSTURE 
IN PREPARATION OF 
DEFEATING YOSHINOBU 
AND EXTERMINATING 
THE TOKUGAWA HOUSE, 
FINALLY PROMISED 
TO BRING KATSU'S 
PROPOSITION TO THE 
EASTERN EXPEDITION’S 
GENERAL GOVERNOR, 
AND DECIDED TO HALT 
THE ASSAULT ON EDO 
THAT WOULD TAKE 
PLACE THE NEXT DAY. 


EDO HAS 
BEEN SAVED 
FOR NOW, 
BUT WE'RE 
GOING TO 
HAVE TO RUN 
AROUND LIKE 
MAD TO KEEP 
EVERYTHING 


nay 





KATSU PROPOSED 
THAT THE COUNTRY 
AS A WHOLE SHOULD |* 
| BE PRIORITIZED 
OVER ONE'S SELFISH 
DESIRES, AND THAT 
FOR THE SAKE OF 
THE COUNTRY, THEY 
SHOULD AVOID THE 
INVASION OF THE 
WESTERN POWERS. 



































IT'S BEEN 





THE TOWN 
WON‘T 
BURN DOWN/ 
WE WON'T 
HAVE TO 


BURN EDO 
ANYMORE! 


i 








| RYOMAC-SAN... 



























I FEEL LIKE I'LL = | 
DROWN IN THE ay | AS I THOUGHT, 
UNSTOPPABLE | HISTORY FLOWS 
TORRENT OF THIS IN THE DIRECTION 
ERA IF I DON'T THAT I KNOW. 
CLING ONTO... 
Wm 
S my mevica 
= PRACTICE IN 
ZB THIS CORNER 
ZB OF EDO... 


YY 
Mame 
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THE ALL-OUT 
ASSAULT BY THE 
NEW GOVERN- 

MENTAL ARMY 
WAS CANCELED. 





IT WAS SAID THAT 

CHEERS COULD 

BE HEARD FROM 
WITHIN THE 
EDO CASTLE. 


MEANWHILE, 
KATSU PUT HIS 
EFFORT INTO 
THE SECURITY 
OF THE CITY OF 
EDO IN ORDER 
TO SUPPRESS 
RIOTING FROM 
THE RESISTANCE 
FORCE PARTY. 





PRINCE TARUHITO 
ARISUGAWANOMIYA 


4TH YEAR 
OF KEIO, 
MARCH 14TH, 
AS A RESULT 
OF KATSU 
AND SAIGO'S 
CONFERENCE... 





= 


j EDO CASTLE'S 
NISHI-NO-MARU PALACE 


ee RS 





SAIGO BROUGHT 
KATSU’S PETITION TO 
PRINCE TARUHITO 
ARISUGAWANOMIYA OF 
SUNPU (MODERN DAY 
SHIZUOKA,) GENERAL 
GOVERNOR OF THE 
EASTERN EXPEDITION. 
AFTER THAT, HE HEADED 
TO KYOTO IN ORDER 
TO RECEIVE APPROVAL 
OF THE ABOLISHMENT 
OF THE FORMER 
SHOGUNAL ARMY. 
























Ws 


SWOsy 


THIS WAS THE 
BEST NEWS 
THAT THE 
MILLIONS OF 
PEOPLE IN 
EDO COULD 
EVER RECEIVE. 










































































































































































































































































































THE BRIDGES, 


| THE CASTLE, 
THE TOWN... 
THEY'RE ALL 
THE SAME AS 
THEY WERE 
BEFORE. 


IT LOOKS THE 
SAME AS WHEN 
I WAS STILL A 
CHILD... PICKING 


THIS RIVER BANK. 





'M 
RELIEVED. 


NOTHING HAS 
CHANGED... 
IF ANYTHING, 
SHE'S MORE 
DETERMINED 
TO MEET THE 
SAME FATE AS 
EDO AND THE 
TOKUGAWA. 














IT’S AMAZING 

HOW KATSU- 
SAMA HANDLED 
SUCH DANGERS, 
EVEN THOUGH 
THE MAJORITY 
OF SHOGUNATE 
RETAINER WERE 
RARING FOR AN 
BSOLUTE BATTLE. 





THEY’RE BOTH 
ONLY PART OF 
THE TOKUGAWA 
FAMILY THROUGH 
MARRIAGE, BUT 
THEY'RE BRAVE 


BUT THAT 
ALSO MEANS 
THAT THERE’S 
SOMEONE IN 
THE ARMY OF 
THE WESTERN 
DOMAINS WHO 

IS HUMANE. 


I’M CERTAIN 
THAT IF YOUR 
FATHER WERE 
STILL ALIVE, 
HE WOULD’VE 
CHOSEN THE 
SAME PATH 
AS WELL. 



































THEY TRIED 
DESPERATELY TO 
PERSUADE THEM 

TO ALLOW _THE 
TOKUGAWA FAMILY 


YES... BOTH 
SEIKANIN-SAMA 
CKAZUNOMIYA) 
AND TENSHOIN- 
SAMA (PRINCESS 
ATSU) SENT A 
PETITION TO 
THE ARMY OF 
THE WESTERN 
DOMAINS AND 
THE IMPERIAL 





YES, IF THE 
NEGOTIATOR 
WAS SOME- 
ONE BESIDES 
KICHINOSUKE 
SAIGO-DONO, 
IT MAY NOT 
HAVE GONE 
AS WELL... 











KONDO-DONO WISHED 
TO DIE IN EDO WHILE 
UNDER THE COMMAND 
OF THE SHOGUN, SO 
HE MUST'VE HAD NO 


INTENTION OF ESCAPING 
TO FIGHT ANOTHER DAY. 









































AROUND 
THE START 
OF APRIL, 
ASAKUSA 
IMADO- 
CHO, 
SHOFUKU 


TEMPLE 








ABOUT A 
MONTH AGO, 
RYOJUN 
MATSUMOTO 
MOVED THE 
TREATMENT 
FACILITY 
FOR INJURED 
SOLDIERS TO 
THIS TEMPLE. 





RETREATING AT 
THE BATTLE OF 
KOFU, LOSING AT 
NAGAREYAMA... 
AND ALL WHILE 
HIS FORMER 
COMRADES HAVE 
HEADED TO THE 
AIZU DOMAIN... 





HE GAVE 


































































































































































































































































































AS THE HEAD OF 


I 

AlZU_AND TREAT 
THE INJURED 

SOLDIERS THAT 
ARE THERE. 


BRITAIN, 
WHICH ALSO 
HAS INI 


SENT THEIR | | 
AMBASSADOR, / 
SIR PARKES, 2 


BRITISH AMBASSADOR 
HARRY SMITH PARKES 











OKITA-SAN 
HAS BEEN 
SICK IN BED, 


MY DISCIPLES 
AND I HAVE 
CHOSEN TO 

LEAVE EDO AS 


SOON AS WE 
ARE READy. 


BY THE WAY, 
MINA 





SO WHAT 
IF YOU SEND 
ONE OF YOUR 

TALENTED 


IT'LL HELP 
TO SPREAD 
YOUR MEDICAL 
TECHNIQUES 
ACROSS THE 
WORLD! 


FEEL FREE 
TO DISCUSS 
WHATEVER 





I BELIEVE 
SABURI-DONO 
WOULD INDEED 

BE ABLE TO 





BUT I SWEAR 
ON MY HONOR 


YOUR CLINIC AND 
THE PRODUCTION 
OF PENICILLIN. 


OF ASSISTANCE. 


YOU ALWAYS 
OFFER ME YOUR 
MOST SINCERE 
KINDNESS, 
MITSUMI-DONO.. 


IT'S A SHAME 
TM UNABLE 
TO GO WITH 
MATSUMOTO- 

SENSEI ON 

HIS JOURNEY 

TO AIZU, 





SJ AKASAKA, 
3  HIKAWA, 

KATSU’S 
KYOTARO... MANSION 
WOULD YOU 
LIKE TO GO 
ABROAD TO 
THE WEST? 


THE AMBAS- 
SADORS FROM 
| FRANCE AND 
BRITAIN WOULD 
pea 
ONE OF HIS JIN'S CLINIC TO 
DISCIPLES. \ GO TO EUROPE. 


HE MAY INTEND 
TO MAKE THE 
WEST INDEBTED 
TO THE NEW 
GOVERNMENT 
THROUGH THIS... 





ITS TRUE THAT THERE 
ARE MANY 


Upc Ae OUT TH 
BUT % 
















il WELL, YOU 
‘ CAN TAKE YOUR 






I'VE NEVER... 
CONSIDERED 
THE THOUGHT 
OF GOING TO 
STUDY ABROAD 
IN THE WEST. 


















WE SURRENDER 
EDO CASTLE TO 
SAIGO-DONO 

ON THE IITH... 

























Ag er 2 





UNFORGIVABLE! 
YOU GAVE IN TO 
SAIGO_AND DECIDED 
TO SURRENDER 


THE CASTLE ALL 
BY YOURSELVES! 


OR WOULD 
YOU ONLY BE 
SATISFIED IF 
HAD FOUG! 
AGAINST THE 
HUNDREDS OF 
SOLDIERS ON 
MY OWN? 





PLEASE CALM 
DOWN. SOME- 
Won LIKE ME 


CHANCE TO SEE 
SAIGO'S FACE... 



































*SWORD TECHNIQUES 


NOT AT ALL. 
T_COULDN'T 
BEAT YOU 
WHEN IT 
STUDYING, 
IN STUDIES 
AT FIRST... 








SA al 












































THE SHINGYOTO 
STYLE THAT T 
USE HAS UNIQUE 
‘OOTWORK 


Fi 
THEY CALL THE 
HERON’S FEET. 


THE SWORD STYLE 








DEAL WITH IT. 








ALL OF US 
HAD SHAVED 
OUR HEAD IN 

THE KOBUSHO* 


si J 
*A DOJO ESTABLISHED BY THE TOKUGAWA 








I WAS THE 
KIND OF GUY 

WHO VISITED 

YOSHIWARA 

REGULARLY } j 

EVER SINCE if 

I GREW A “beg IN THE SCHOOL, 

BIT OF HAIR ; TO YOSHIWARA. 
DOWN THERE. 





BUT EVEN 
THEN, WE AS 
RETAINERS OF 
THE TOKUGAWA 
ARE UNABLE 
TO FIGHT OR 
PROTECT THE 
SHOGUNATE... 


WE, THE 
YUGEKI-TAI, 
PLAN ON 
ESCORTING 
HIM THERE. 
HOWEVER... 


WHEN THEY HAND 
OVER THE CASTLE 
ON THE IITH, THE 
SHOGUN WILL 
LEAVE THE UENO- 
KANE! TEMPLE 
GROUNDS AND 
RETREAT TO MITO. 


SOON ENOUGH, 
THE CITY OF 
EDO AND THIS 
CASTLE THAT 
BELONGED TO 
THE TOKUGAWA 
WILL BE HANDED 
OVER TO THE 
THE ARMY OF 
THE WESTERN 
DOMAINS. 














MY FRIENDS 
AND I PLAN 
ON BREAKING 







EVEN IF THE 
SHOGUNATE 
SURRENDERS, 
THE BATTLE 
ISN'T OVER... 
I, HACHIRO IBA 





pon 


ili lili 


ARE YOU SURE 
YOU SHOULD 
BE TELLING ME 
SOMETHING 
SO SERIOUS? 


AND TI THINK 
I CAN UNDER- 


FEEL FOR YOU. 
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IF YOU'LL TO BE HONEST, 
JOIN US... I WOULD LIKE 
PLEASE MEET A MAN WHO IS. 
AS SKILLED AND 


US AT THE 
SENJU GREAT SHARP AS YOU, 
BRIDGE ON 


TACHIBANA-KUN! 








mk a 




















THEY VISITED 

YOSHINOBU 

TOKUGAWA 
AT THE UENO- 
KANEI TEMPLE 


ON APRIL 9TH, KATSU, 
TOGETHER WITH ICHIO 
OKUBO, PRESENTED 
THE PETITION THEY 
HAD RECEIVED FROM 
THE SHOGUNAL ARMY 
AND NAVY AT IKEGAMI 
HONMON TEMPLE AND 
BEGAN THE MEETING 
FOR THE SURRENDER 
OF THE CASTLE. 


THE NEXT 
DAY, APRIL 
10TH, 
ONCE THEY 
WERE DONE 
WITH THE 
FOLLOWING 












HE HAD 
g WITHERED 
AWAY FROM 
HIS TWO 
MONTHS 
OF HOUSE 
ARREST... 











UPON BEING TOLD 
THAT HE COULD 
RESIGN WITH HONOR 
AS THE LAST SHOGUN 
OF THE SHOGUNATE, 
4 YOSHINOBU REJOICED, 
OFFERING A SWORD 
IN GRATITUDE TO 
KATSU AT THAT TIME. 



















TOMORROW 

IS FINALLY THE 

11TH. THE EDO 
CASTLE WILL BE 
SURRENDERED... 














HOWEVER, THERE 
ARE MANY DESERTERS 
FROM THE FORMER 
SHOGUNAL ARMY ALONG 
WITH THOSE FROM 
THE ENOMOTO FLEET, === 
AND I HEARD THEY'RE = 

= 


CARRYING WITH THEM = SS 
< 


J] “ 
Tr NN aw 


FIERCE WEAPONRY. 





IT'D LIKE TO 
FIGHT UNTIL 
THE VERY END 
AS A RETAINER... 
AS A SAMURAI/ 





AREN'T 
YOU... 
KATSU- 


SAN'S 
DISCIPLE? 
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\\lld 7) 


I'D ALSO LIKE 
TO GO. RATHER 

THAN BOW MY 

HEAD TO THE ARMY 

OF THE WESTERN 
DOMAINS, WHO 
TRIED TO ATTACK 
US BY SURPRISE... 








I’M CERTAIN 

THAT MOTHER 

WOULD THINK 
HIGHLY OF 
THIS IDEA... 


Y¥ 
= 
Ss 


BZ 
Za 


Aeib.t 
SF T HAVE 
aa? SEEN YOU 
< J S\ BEFORE... 











EE: 
nti [eee eet 














BUT I CALLED 
re ig fie 
SINC LU HAD 
ee i eerious 

IN YOUR 

PACE, tke YOu 

WERE THINKING 

ABOUT JUMPING 

INTO THE MOAT 
THERE. 










AND WHO 
MIGHT 
YOU BE? 






LAM YUKICHI 
FUKUSAWA®! 









































































































































































































































YOU _DO NOT 
NEED... TO 
HAVE SUCH 
WORRIES. 



























































































































































































*THE READING OF HIS NAME AS "FLIKUIZAWA" ONLY COMES AFTER THE MEIJI PERIOD. 160 


HE IS KNOWN FOR BEING THE FACE OF THE 10,000 YEN BILL. 


SO YOU'RE... 
THE FUKU- 
SAWA-SENSEI 
WHO 


HO WROTE 
THE “THINGS 
WESTERN’?! 
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INDEED... 


— WESTERN! 
es ; 
ny 


T HAVE ALSO 
READ YOUR IN 
GREAT DEPTH 
YOUR “GUIDE 


“OUR Il TREATY 
COUNTRIES.” 









































































































































































































































I'M GRATEFUL 
TO HEAR THAT... 
NOW, WOULD 
YOU TELL ME 
YOUR NAME, 
OH DISCIPLE OF 
KATSU-SAN? 

















































































































































































































































































































I NEVER 


HAD ANY 

I WAS JUST INTENTION 
DEEP IN é ty y) OF JUMPING 

a y INTO THE 

MOAT TO 
BEGIN WITH! 


JUST RECENTLY, 
I OPENED UP 
AN ENGLISH 

STUDIES SCHOOL 

NAMED THE 
KEIO GIJUKU 

OVER IN SHIBA 

SHINSENZA*. 





os SM % 
*MODERN DAY HAMAMATSLICHO 





SHINSENZA,} 
THE KEIO 
GISUKU 
SCHOOL* 





























165 *NOW, IT'S ONE OF THE MOST FAMOUS AND PRESTIGIOUS SCHOOLS IN JAPAN, KEIO LINIVERSITY. 


AND THEN... 
ADDITIONAL 
WORK ON THE 
MANSION COST 
ME ANOTHER 
400 RYO. 


YOU DON'T NEED 
A WEAPON WHEN 
YOU'RE STUDYING. 
WHETHER YOU'RE 
A WARRIOR OR A 
MERCHANT, YOUR 
STATUS DOESN'T 
MATTER HERE. 








THIS HERE IS THE 
SPARE MANSION 
THAT I BOUGHT 
FROM THE ARIMA 
FAMILY OF THE 
ECHIZEN-MARLIOKA 
DOMAIN, ALL 
FOR 350 RYO. 











I RAISED THAT 
MONEY BY SELLING 
MY BOOKS, BUT 
NOW THERE ARE 
MORE FORGERIES 
OF THEM FLOATING 





L Wai ai a 


MONTHLY FRO, 
, STUDENTS ee HEIR 
== LECTURE FEE. ALSO, 
THE MORE ADVANCED 
STUDENTS ARE THE 
ONES WHO TEACH 
THE CLASSES. 





























HAT DO 
YOU THINK? 
WOULD YOU 

LIKE TO 

ENROLL? 


THAT I HAVE 
RECEIVED AN 
OFFER FROM 
KATSU-SENSEI 
TO GO ABROAD 
TO THE WEST. 















WHEN THE 
SHOGUN'S 
FAMILY IS 
IN SUCH 
TROUBLE, 
T CAN'T... 

















YOU WANT 









STUDYING 














70 PUT 
eres YOUR LIFE 
ghee ON THE LINE 
WHERE YOU TO FULFILL 

YOUR DUTY 
LIFE TOO. TO THE 





TOKUGAWA? 

















WE HAD VIOLENT 
WINDS AND WAVES 
CRASHING AND 
SWIRLING AROUND 
US FOR THE REST 


DEAD FOR SURE 
SO MANY TIMES. 


WHAT?! 
YOU'RE NOT 


NCE, 
ARE YOU?! 






BACK IN THE FIRST 


YEAR OF_MANEN 
(1860,) I RODE THE 
KANRINMARU AND 
SAILED OVER THE 


PACIFIC FOR THE FIRST 
TIME. IN THE 38 DAYS 


IT TOOK TO REACH 
AMERICA, WE ONLY 
HAD CLEAR SKIES 
FOR 4 OR 5 DAYS. 





OR BECAUSE 
HE DIDN'T LIKE 


ADMIRAL WAS 


YOUNGER THAN 
HIMSELF... 

















TOMORROW, IF 
THE EDO CASTLE 

IS SURRENDERED 
SAFELY TO THE 


ARMY, THEN HE'LL 
PROBABLY STILL 
BE_ KNOWN AS A 
HERO 100 YEARS 
IN THE FUTURE. 





NEW GOVERNMENTAL 





I REMEMBER 
HOW CAPTAIN 
KATSU WOULDN'T 
LEAVE HIS ROOM, 
EITHER SINCE HE 








ACTS LIKE A 
GUARDIAN FOR? 





LATER, WHEN 
I MET OGATA- 
SENSEI IN EDO, 
HE TOLD ME 
ABOUT DOCTOR 
MINAKATA. 


EEMS 
LIKE WE 
Jus 
CAN'T 


ALONG, 
CAN WE? 


wees 


gf 


BAGED'ON Wiat 
SENSEI TOLD ME, 
MINAKATA'S MEDICAL 
SKILLS WERE LIKE 

ul 





KATSU-SAN 
IF HE COULD 
ARRANGE 
A MEETING. 





















































TM CURRENTLY | LE" Jf, EUKLISAWA- 
SERVING AS : LE Zag SENSEI, IF YOU 

fare, ea ith g f DON'T MIND 
NSE WN ME HELPING, 

KATSLI-SENSEI'S 


es hts 
REQUEST. ‘ ; B)\ SENSE! KNOW... 





TLL LET 
YOU KNOW 
WHEN THINGS 





| PROMISE ME... 
4 THAT YOU WON'T 
A me MN GET YOURSELF 
AZ, Ags\ KILLED BEFORE 
i S~~| THAT HAPPENS. 
ee, * 
ne \ eee 
on —_ 











































































































THE NEXT DAY, 
APRIL 11TH, 
YOSHINOBU 

TOKUGAWA LEFT 
DAIJIN TEMPLE IN 
THE UENO-KANEI 
TEMPLE GROUNDS 
AND HEADED 
TOWARDS MITO. 


GREAT 
BRIDGE 

















IBA-SAN, 
WHAT'S THE 
MATTER? 
ONE OF YOUR 
GIRLFRIENDS 


COMING TO 
SEE YOU OFF? 


BUT IT 
SEEMS LIKE 
IT MIGHT 
HAVE BEEN 
REJECTED. 


GOOD. We'LL 

THE MAN FORCE 

YOU'VE BEEN HERE AND TAKE 
WAITING FOR? A VESSEL TO 
SHINAGAWA. 


CAPTAIN 
IBA, WE 








UHM... 
MAY T ASK 
WHICH ONE 
OF YOU IS 
IBA-SAMA? 


I HAVE A 
LETTER FOR 


YOU FROM 
TACHIBANA- 
SAMA... 



































































































































PARTINGIOR WAYS; 


























THE 





I'M GLAD 


ASPIGSETMYSWORD. 








































































































IS THAT SO... 
THEN YOU'VE 
CHOSEN THE 

PATH WITH NO 
NEED FOR 
THE BLADE. 











PLEASE LET 
HIM KNOW... 
THAT AS A 
TOKUGAWA 
WARIOR, ae 


HACHIRO 
IBA WILL... 


































































































® 





OF THEM ARE 
MESMERIZING 
LIKE HIM... 


3 








I WASN'T 
PARTICULARLY 
FOND OF 


SAMURAI 
WARRIORS... 























*TOSHIZO HIJIKATA ALSO DIED IN BATTLE ON MAY IITH AT 35 YEARS OLD. 


ALTHOUGH 
HE WAS 
SERIOUSLY 
WOUNDED, 
HE LEARNED 
HOW TO 
FIRE A GUN 
WITH HIS 
RIGHT HAND, 


a” 


ON APRIL 20TH, 
IN THE 2ND YEAR 
OF MEIJI, IBA WAS 
GRAVELY INJURED 
BY A BULLET TO 
THE CHEST, AND 
ON MAY 12TH, HE 
POISONED HIM- 
SELF INSIDE THE 
FORTIFICATION. 
HE DIED AT 26. 


AS THE CAPTAIN 
OF THE 2ND 
REGIMENT OF 
THE YUGEKI-TAI, 
IBA FOUGHT AT 
THE BATTLE OF 
HAKONE-YAMASAKI 
ON MAY 26TH 
AND LOST HIS 
LEFT HAND DUE 
TO INJURY. 


AND AT 
THE END OF 
NOVEMBER, 
HE JOINED 

TAKEAKI 

ENOMOTO'S 

FORMER 

SHOGUNAL 


HAKODATE. ENOMOTO 


FZA 


UPON RESUMING 
HIS POSITION AS 
THE CAPTAIN OF 
THE YUGEKI-TAI, 
IBA FOUGHT 
AGAINST THE NEW 
GOVERNMENTAL 
ARMY TOGETHER 
WITH INDIVIDUALS 
LIKE THE MILITARY 
MAGISTRATE 
OF HAKODATE, 
TOSHIZO HIJIKATA.* 



















































N RAINY DAYS, 
T MISS. PEOPLE 
EVEN MORE, 
I WONDER WHERE 
MY GREATEST 
RIENDSAWE NT 





vow 


































SEVEN SEAS... 
BROTHERHOOD... 

THIS IS WHAT 
Meo 
WAS TALKING 
ABOUT RIGHT 
ASSED AWA 
PASSED AWAY. 





~~ 


iw CSS We b ha 
“FRONTISPIECE: SEVEN SEAS, ONE FAMILY, LINIVERSAL BROTHERHOOD 









i 


1100, “Ee 
HAVE DECIDED 
TO LAY DOWN 


MY SWORD AND 

PUT MY LIFE ON 
THE LINE FOR 
A NEW JAPAN/ 


Pron 


ul 


\) 


i 





pai 
IMAGINE RYOMA 
SAKAMOTO ALSO 
READ THIS BOOK 
AND DREAMED OF 
DOING THINGS 
IN THE GREAT 
WIDE WORLD/ 





APRIL 11TH, 
EARLY 
MORNING, 
SURRENDER 
OF EDO 
CASTLE 


























Peg q Bin 13 
clip f : 








HOWEVER, THE 
ARMY AND NAVY 
FORCES WERE ABLE 
TO ESCAPE WHILE 
HOLDING ONTO A 
LARGE QUANTITY OF 
THE LATEST GUNS 
AND GUNPOWDER. 


INSIDE THE 
AVAL OFFICE 
GROUNDS, 





*SOME ACCOUNTS SAY THAT SAIGO FELL ASLEEP WHEN EDO CASTLE WAS BEING SURRENDERED, 
BUT OTHERS SAY THAT HE WAS PATROLLING THE CITY OF EDO AND WASN'T INSIDE THE CASTLE. 


a SS 


MEANWHILE, 
= INSIDE EDO 
~ CASTLE, 
Q TAKAMORI 
\-— SAIGO* 
| 
= =) ; 
SS S| 
wy 
Le) yg) 











al WS 




































































THE EDO 

SHOG‘NATE 
THAT'D BEEN 
AROUND FER 

OV’'R 260 

YEARS HAS 
FIN'LLY BEEN 
DISSOLVED. 









HOW'VER, IT'S 





FOR HUNDREDS OF 
\ E46 YEARS, HAS ALSO 
COME TA AN END... 


















































YER A WARRIOR 
PPEA I Wannione, AND 
vO OCETER j & YOU PLT THE 
ITH "EM TOO, 





IT'S SAID 
THAT AT THE 
END OF THE 
CEREMONY, 

ICHIO OKUBO, 
WHO SAT NEXT 
TO SAIGO, 
SHOOK HIM 


I 'LREADY 
KNOW THAT 
THIS LIFE OF 

MINE AIN‘T 

MA OWN 

AN/MORE. 





BECAUSE OF 
FATIGUE THAT 
ACCUMULATED 
OVER A SPAN OF 
MULTIPLE DAYS, 
SAIGO STARTED 
NODDING OFF 
DURING THE 
CEREMONY OF 
THE CASTLE'S 
SURRENDER. 








SAKAMOTO- 
DON... DID 
YA COME 
FROM THE 
AFT'RLIFE TA 
SEE ME...? 


TAKAMORI SAIGO WOULD 
BE COAXED INTO THE 
SEINAN WAR BY FORMER 
LOWER CLASS WARRIOR 
FAMILIES. EVENTUALLY, 

. HE'D BE DEFEATED IN 
LT PATTI A BATTLE AGAINST THE 
“iiss, ' MEIJI GOVERNMENT ARMY 
AND COMMIT SUICIDE IN 
SHIROYAMA, KAGOSHIMA 
NINE YEARS AFTER EDO 
CASTLE’S SURRENDER. 








aoe. = 











































AROUND 
THAT TIME... 





I, TOO, HAD 
A DREAM ABOUT 
RYOMA-SAN FOR 
THE FIRST TIME 
AFTER AWHILE. 





SX 
Parma 


: : = \ l 






















































































S 
Lats 
 S PECULIAR 
te Miki, oe —= DREAM. I WAS 
ll GUIDED BY 
a§ Ge RYOMA-SAN... 
HY v Tan 
Ll y Tl il 








ar . Tis. 
weaken ae 


AROUND THE INSIDE 
OFTHEVASTEDO -E&= 
CASTLE, A PLACE = 

| I'D NEVER STEPPED & 
B FOOT IN BEFORE. < 
whe 


< 7 ye ae 
raat See |Z 
fr Ki 











Eat 


THERE WASN'T A 
SINGLE PATIENT 
WHO CAME TO 
THE CLINIC FOR 
THAT ENTIRE DAY. 


